The Most Dangerous Essay
Prompts

Directions — Select one of the prompts below and write an essay. Be sure to include specific details
from the story to support your opinion with specific examples from the selection.

. After his first meeting with Zaroff, Rainsford spends a sleepless night because he cannot “quiet his
brain.” In a brief essay, discuss what is probably going through Rainsford's head. Describe his
reactions to his first day on Ship-Trap Islafid. Be sure to give reasons and examples from the story to
explain why Rainsford responds this way. Your essay must be at least 200 words.

. The ending of “The Most Dangerous Game” suggests that Rainsford changes his attitude toward big-
game hunting. What are his thoughts about hunting animals at the beginning of the story? How does
he most likely feel about hunting animals after his experience with Zaroff? In a brief essay, discuss
your ideas and answers to these questions. Your essay must be at least 200 words.

. Twice in “The Most Dangerous Game,” Rainsford enters into necessary conflicts. His first conflict is
with the sea, and his second conflict is with Zaroff. In an essay, compare and contrast these two
conflicts. Describe the action. Tell why the conflicts are both necessary for Rainsford. Then tell how
these external conflicts are different. Use evidence from the story to support your ideas. Your essay
must be at least 200 words.

. The main conflict of “The Most Dangerous Game” pits two characters against each other in a truly
perilous combat. While Sanger Rainsford would probably hesitate to admit it, he and General Zaroff
actually have much in common. Write a brief essay in which you explore the ways in which
Rainsford and Zaroff are alike and the ways in which they differ. Your essay must be at least 200
words.

Suspense is the quality of a story that makes you want to keep reading until you find out what
happens. Writers create suspense by communicating a sense of uncertainty and danger. In a brief
essay, identify three suspenseful episodes in “The Most Dangerous Game,” and analyze the ways in
which the author makes you want to keep reading. Be as specific as possible in your analysis. Your
essay must be at least 200 words.

Be sure to:

Create an effective thesis sentence

Use appropriate organization

Provide specific support for your argument
Choose your words carefully

Edit your writing for grammar, mechanics, and spelling
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